Where, how, and from whom do family practice residents learn? A multisite analysis.
This paper presents the results of a multisite study of 2,481 teacher-learner events reported by family practice residents in four separate training programs. Teacher-learner events were characterized by the location, activity, and teacher involved. Distinct patterns of teacher-learner interaction emerged across each of the three years of training. Hospital based direct patient care under the supervision of a non-family practice specialist was the most frequent type of educational experience in each of the three years. In contrast, family practice faculty influence throughout each of the three years is minimal. Learning in the outpatient setting with another specialist matched, or in some cases, exceeded that with a family physician. This study raises several important issues regarding the type and appropriate nature of educational influences on family practice physicians. Of greatest concern is the adequacy of role modeling and direct teaching by family practice specialists of family practice residents.